General Education Committee Meeting Minutes 4/3/19                          
Call to Order
Members present:  A. Akmal, R. Fanning, K. Graham, Z. Nelson, G. Peters, A. Sala, J. Randall, S. Schwarz 

Ex-Officio Present: N. Lindsay
Members Absent: L. Ametsbichler P. Haber, B. French, P. Muench, D. Parson, V. Hopkins, L. Metcalf, A. Ratto-Parks,  M. Stark
The minutes from 3/20/19 were approved.  


Communication

· The Faculty Senate meeting has been pushed back to April 18th, so the committee has another week to finalize the presentation. 

Business Items

· Chair Randall briefly mentioned the feedback from the Forums.  Areas that need to be addressed in the current working model include: 

· Identify where language, cultural diversity, intermediate writing, study abroad, and experiential learning fit in the revised categories.
· Explain the difference between GLI Courses and the interdisciplinary core. 

· Address the SCH fear by offering suggestions to the administration

· Show how the model can map to the existing program 

· Address whether double dipping would still be allowed

· Push back on including additional areas in the skills requirement (communication and ethics).  Could these be distributed across the breadth of knowledge courses
· The presentation to the Senate will include a summary of the ideas and learning outcomes to improve the distributed freshman experience.  Vice Provost Lindsay is working to revise the format (flip classroom) of COLS 194 with online resources, experiential learning and collaboration with the other freshman experience courses.   Instructors and peer mentors still need to be identified for the sections offered in the fall.  The course will continue to be offered for 1 credit.  The Subcommittee will need to meet again before the end of the semester.  There is still concern the faculty are teaching the course as overload. 


· A chart of how the draft might map to the current program and the MUS Core was viewed (appended). Professor Sala expressed concern that there had not been enough discussion about the broad categories and she is strongly against reducing science credits from 6 to 3.  It will be important to convey to the Senate that the ideas are still in the preliminary stage of planning.   Science could be included in the interdisciplinary core.  The reduction in credits will empower students to choose electives and pursue minors or certificates.    

The SCH fear could possibly be addressed by creating a College for UM Core courses and to incentivize faculty to teach the courses.  The Core should be a more prominent, cohesive  part of the student experience The most popular professors should be teaching the part of students experience.  

Another option would be to add an additional 9 credits taken within the broad categories determined by student choice.  This would increase the total credits to 40.  
The Committee should also consider implications for Missoula College and transfer students.  It is hoped that the pilot will do no harm, but some majors may need to rethink their curriculum given the way current general education courses are imbedded in majors 
Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 5:30 p.m.

	MUS Transfer Core
	UM Core Pilot
	UM Current

	
	Interdisciplinary 
First-Year Exp                   2 credits
LD Inquiry                          3 credits
UD Application                 3 credits
	

	1.Communication

-Writing

-Communications

 6 credits
	Basic Skills
 -Communication

-Introductory Writing (3)

- Speaking (3)

6 credits
	1.Writing 
   Introductory
   Intermediate

   Advanced (in major)

6 credits

	
	 -Ethical Reasoning 


3 credits
	

	2.Mathematics

  3 credits
	  -Mathematics

 3 credits
	2.Mathematics

3 credits

	
	
	3.Foreign Language

0-10 credits

	3.Humanities/Fine Arts

6 credits
	Breadth of Knowledge

  -Arts and Literature
3 credits
	4.Expressive Arts

3 credits

	
	
	5.Literary & Artistic Studies

3 credits

	
	
	6.Social Sciences

3 credits

	4.Social Science/History

6 credits
	  -History and Culture

3 credits
	

	
	
	7.Historical & Cultural

3 credits

	
	
	8. Ethics 

                                        3 credits

	5.Cultural Diversity

3 credits
	 -Society and Institutions

                                                                          3 credits
	9. Citizenship & Democracy

3 credits

	
	
	10.Indigenous & Global

3 credits

	6.Natural Science

-requires lab

6 credits
	  Science and Environment

3 credits
	11.Natural Science

-requires lab

6 credits

	Total = 30 credits


	 
	


