Special Education Endorsement Program (P-12)
Department of Curriculum and Instruction

The University of Montana-Missoula

The primary purpose of Special Education is to individualize educational instruction in order to meet the unique educational and related needs of individuals with disabilities. The Special Education Endorsement Program at The University of Montana is designed to prepare teachers to work with children who are at-risk and children with disabilities in inclusive Preschool-12th grade (P-12) settings. 
The Phyllis J. Washington College of Education and Human Sciences is accredited by the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE) and the Montana State Board of Public Education. These accreditations support the institution’s initial teacher preparation programs and advanced educator preparation programs.
For general questions about the program, please contact any of the special education faculty:

Morgen Alwell, Ph.D.
Trent Atkins, Ph.D.
Ann Garfinkle, Ph.D.
Office: Education 306
Office: Education 232 
Office: Education 108
(406) 243-5512
(406) 243-4978
(406) 243-5262
Morgen.Alwell@mso.umt.edu
Trent.Atkins@mso.umt.edu 
Ann.Garfinkle@mso.umt.edu
Criteria for Admission
· Prior experience working with people with disabilities and/or individuals who are at risk for developmental disabilities or school failure that demonstrates dedication to the field of special education;
· Individual and collective elements of the application provide evidence of professionalism as described in OPI and NCATE standards for special education and general education teachers; 
· References and follow up on previous employment confirm information in application and support claims of potential success in special education; 
· Application materials demonstrate aptitude for success in required coursework and field experiences, including a cumulative GPA of 2.75 or higher for all undergraduate, graduate, and transfer credits.
Program Options Overview
1. Elementary or Secondary Teaching License with a Special Education Endorsement:

· Primarily designed for students in the process of completing an elementary or secondary licensure program who have junior class standing or higher.

· Following admission to the program, endorsement courses are taken prior to student teaching. Arrangements are then made to complete the both the general studies and the special education student teaching experiences.
2. Special Education Endorsement ONLY:

· Primarily designed for teachers who wish to add a special education endorsement to their license.
· Following admission to the program, teachers complete 20 hours of approved special education coursework and an arranged, supervised 10-credit practicum.
· Upon successful completion of program requirements, teachers apply for a P-12, non-categorical endorsement with the State of Montana. Materials to add the endorsement can be obtained from the Licensure Specialist in the Teacher Education Services Office, second floor of the Phyllis J. Washington Education Center.
Program Options, continued
3. Master of Education (M.Ed.) with a Special Education Endorsement (PREFERRED OPTION):
· Primarily designed for licensed teachers who wish to complete the Special Education endorsement within the Master of Education graduate degree program.
· Applicants must apply to the Graduate School to gain admission to this program.

· Following admission to the M.Ed. program, at least 37 credits from the program of study must be taken for graduate credit. All courses applied to the M.Ed. degree must be advisor-approved and be assessed at the graduate tuition rate. 
· As per Graduate School policy, students must maintain a B average in courses taken for graduate credit; no grade below C will be accepted toward any degree requirement.
Program Philosophy 

The Special Education Endorsement Program reflects an inclusive philosophy toward individuals with disabilities. Courses are designed to address state standards and to promote professional competencies which have been endorsed by the Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) as key skills for teachers who may serve in a variety of roles.
Special Education Endorsement Program Course Requirements
	Course
Number
	Course Title
	CR
	Semester Available

	EDU 345
	Exceptionality and Classroom Management (or approved equivalent) 
*This course is a prerequisite for all other required Special Ed. courses
	3
	Fall, Spring, Sum

	C&I 453
	Intro. to Special Education Law and Policy
	3
	Fall, Sum even years

	C&I 420
	Curriculum Methods in Early Childhood Special Ed.
OR an advisor-approved elective
	2-3
	Fall even years

	EDU 438 (C&I 433)
	Literacy Assessment, Diagnosis, and Instruction
	3
	See UM catalog

	C&I 457
	Assessment & Instruction for Exceptional Learners *Coreq./Prereq., C&I 453 
	5
	Fall, Sum even years

	C&I 459
	Consulting/Resource Teacher  *Coreq./Prereq., C&I 453
	3
	Spring, Sum odd years

	C&I 463
	Advanced Positive Behavior Supports *Coreq./Prereq., C&I 453
	3
	Spring, Sum odd years

	C&I 469
	Student Teaching in Special Education 
	10
	Fall, Spring

	Total Credits 32-33


· All endorsement coursework must be completed with a grade of B or better. Courses awarded an Incomplete must be completed prior to student teaching.
· Students must submit student teaching applications one semester prior to student teaching, unless being placed outside of a 50 mile radius of Missoula. Visit the Field Experiences webpage for more information: http://www.coehs.umt.edu/fieldexp/

· Transfer students must complete at least nine credits at The University of Montana prior to their student teaching experience. Special Education coursework taken at another university may apply toward the endorsement, pending advisor and departmental approval. 
· Students pursuing a Master of Education degree must also complete graduate-level coursework for their degree. Visit the following webpage for a complete list of course requirements: http://www.coehs.umt.edu/currinst/masterofed/SpecialEd.html
Program Application Submission Process
Application deadlines are October 1 and March 1 each year. Individuals must complete the appropriate application process for their specific program option. (See pages one and two for the explanation of options.) 
Applicants NOT pursuing the M.Ed. option must:
Visit http://coehs.umt.edu/currinst/speced/admission.html to download and complete the Special Education Endorsement Program application. Completed applications should be submitted to Teacher Education Services, Phyllis J. Washington College of Education, The University of Montana, Missoula, MT 59812. All applicants will receive written notification of their acceptance or non-acceptance after their applications are reviewed by the Special Education Policy and Admissions Committee.  
Applicants pursuing the M.Ed. option must:

· Complete the Graduate School application process outlined below:
· Complete the online application to the Graduate School. The application can be found at http://www.applyweb.com/apply/uomont/menu.html.
· Submit these additional materials to one of the C&I Graduate Program co-coordinators:

· Letter of intent with academic and professional goals, philosophy of teaching and learning, and the specific program of study for which you are applying
· Résumé including experiences with children and adolescents

· One official copy of transcript from all institutions attended 
· Initial Background Screening Form, signed and notarized*
· Three letters of recommendation*
· Narrative statement of teaching philosophy, 500 words or more
· If your undergraduate GPA is below a 3.0, you must submit/elect one of the following:
· GRE scores (Verbal of 400 or higher, Quantitative of 480 or higher, and Writing of 4.0 or higher)

· MAT score (383 or higher)

· On-campus interview (Day/time scheduled once committee reviews application.)

· MA/MEd/MS GPA of 3.0 or higher

· National Board Certification

Dr. Morgen Alwell, Graduate Co-Coordinator
Dr. Matthew Schertz, Graduate Co-Coordinator

Department of Curriculum and Instruction
Department of Curriculum and Instruction

The University of Montana

The University of Montana

32 Campus Drive

32 Campus Drive

Missoula MT 59812-6346

Missoula MT 59812-6346

Email: morgen.alwell@umontana.edu

Email: matthew.schertz@umontana.edu

Phone: (406) 243-5512

Phone: (406) 243-2163

· *The Initial Background Screening Form, a letter of recommendation form, and additional admissions information can be found on the C&I M.Ed. Admissions webpage: http://www.coehs.umt.edu/currinst/masterofed/admission.html
· Graduate students who do not hold a teaching license may complete elementary or secondary teaching licensure as part of the Curriculum Studies option. Please visit the program webpage for more information: http://www.coehs.umt.edu/currinst/masterofed/
· Visit the Graduate School website for official admission and enrollment policies, as well as a list of comprehensive resources relevant to new UM graduate students: http://life.umt.edu/grad
Special Education Endorsement Program Application Checklist
The Special Education Endorsement Program application (for those not pursuing the M.Ed. option) is available online on the following webpage: http://www.coehs.umt.edu/currinst/speced/admission.html
All application materials must be typed. Handwritten forms will not be accepted. Completed applications should be submitted to Teacher Education Services on the second floor of the Phyllis J. Washington Education Center. 

· Cover letter that includes:
· Your teaching and learning philosophy

· An explanation stating why you want to become a special education teacher

· A brief description of the contacts and interactions you have had with children and young adults and explanation of how these experiences impacted your personal and professional life.
· Résumé 
· Two letters of recommendation
· Official copies of transcripts from all previous institutions attended
· General Information Form (page 5)
· Initial Screening Form (page 6)
· OPTIONAL: Special Education Program Applicant Pool Data Form (page 7)
· Special Education Program Admissions Committee Admission Form (page 8)
Special Education Endorsement Program Application

General Information Form

	Date of application:
	MM/DD/YYYY

	Legal Name:
	Last name, First name, Middle initial

	Student ID Number:
	790-XX-XXXX

	Current Mailing Address:
	Address, City, State, Zip

	Permanent Mailing Address:
	Address, City, State, Zip

	Current Phone Number:
	XXX-XXX-XXXX

	Permanent Phone Number:
	XXX-XXX-XXXX

	Email Address:
	                        

	Present Student Status
	Sophomore/Junior/Senior/Postbaccalaurate


	*If Post-Baccalaureate:
	Degree (B.A. or B.S.) Year Institution Major

	All Other Colleges/Universities Attended:

	Institution  Dates of Attendance  Major  Degree, if any

	Institution  Dates of Attendance  Major  Degree, if any

	Institution  Dates of Attendance  Major  Degree, if any

	Undergraduate GPA:
	     

	Graduate GPA:
	     

	Do you hold a current teaching license?
	     

	If yes, in what state(s) and subject(s)?
	     

	Have you ever been admitted to the UM Teacher Education Program?
	     

	If yes, when?
	     


NOTE: This form is not to be used if applying for the combined M.Ed./Special Education Endorsement program. Please see page 3 for more information regarding that application process.
Special Education Endorsement Program Application

Initial Screening Form

Section 20-4-110 of the Montana School law gives the Board of Public Education the authority to suspend, revoke or deny certification of any person who (A) has been convicted of a crime more serious than a minor traffic accident, (B) makes any false statement of material fact in the application which the applicant knows to be false, (C) has been denied, had revoked, suspended, or has surrendered teacher or specialist certification in another state, or (D) is guilty of immoral conduct related to the teaching profession.

A “yes” answer on the question that follows will not necessarily eliminate you as a candidate for a Montana teacher certificate.  However, this form is designed to serve as an initial screening device to identify candidates from whom further information is needed to make professional judgments related to the implementation of the codes for Montana Schools.

Have you ever been convicted of a crime more serious than a minor traffic violation?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No


If yes, explain the circumstances on a separate sheet of paper and attach it to the application.  If you have been convicted of a crime you may not be eligible for certification.

By signing below I give the Phyllis J. Washington College of Education and Human Sciences permission to verify the accuracy of the above statement.

__________________________________        _____________________________________             __________________

Printed Name                                                              Signature                                                                                   Date

Special Education Endorsement Program Application

Special Education Endorsement Program Applicant Pool Data
The University of Montana rigorously pursues affirmative action to provide to all persons the equal opportunity for education and participation in University activities without regard to race, color, religion, national origin, sex, age, marital or family status, disability, or sexual orientation. This commitment to equal opportunity, nondiscrimination, and affirmative action in education is shared by the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE), the national accrediting agency for schools and colleges of education. These commitments and the resulting legal responsibilities to ensure equal educational opportunity require reports of program applicants by race/ethnic categories and gender. This information is voluntary and is gathered for statistical purposes only. It is kept confidential, separate from application materials, and will NOT be used in any way to evaluate your qualifications for admission to the Special Education Endorsement Program.

WE INVITE YOU TO CHECK THE APPLICABLE CATEGORIES:

Sex:    Male  FORMCHECKBOX 
    Female  FORMCHECKBOX 

Race/National Origin:

 FORMCHECKBOX 

African American/Black

 FORMCHECKBOX 
       American Indian, Alaskan Native, or Pacific Islander

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Asian 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Caucasian/White
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Hispanic/Latino
Do you have a disability?    Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
    No  FORMCHECKBOX 


Do you require any special assistance?    Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
    No  FORMCHECKBOX 

Special Education Endorsement Program Application

Special Education Endorsement Program Committee Admission Form

	Submit this blank form with your application. It is for official use only 
and will be completed by the Special Education Admissions Committee.

	

	Date application received:
	

	Date application reviewed:
	

	Date student status letter sent:
	

	Recommended admission status:
	□  Full admission

	
	□  Provisional admission

	
	□ Denied admission

	Student status:
	□ Full-time student  (Taking 12 or more credits per semester)

	
	□ Part-time student  (Taking less than 12 credits per semester)

	
	□ Graduate degree

	
	□ Graduate non-degree 

	
	□ OPI Project

	Assigned advisor:
	

	

	Special Education Admission Committee Member Signature
	Date

	Special Education Admission Committee Member Signature
	Date

	Special Education Admission Committee Member Signature
	Date

	Special Education Admission Committee Member Signature
	Date


Special Education Endorsement Program Plan

This form is to be completed with your assigned advisor after being admitted to the Special Education Program. Please note that:
1. Some required courses in the Special Education Program include co-requisite practica.

2. Any changes made in your program plan must be approved by your advisor.

3. Students must have full admission into the Teacher Education Program OR hold a current teaching license prior to admission into the Special Education Program.

	Name:
	
	Student ID:
	

	Address:
	  

	Phone:
	
	Email:
	

	Certification:
	□ Elementary  □  Secondary      
	Content Area:
	

	OPI SpEd Endorsement Project:
	□ Yes  □  No     
	School district:
	

	
	Mentor:
	  
	Phone:
	 

	 

	Course

Number
	Course Title
	CR
	Semester 
completed
	Transfer Equivalent

	EDU 345
	Exceptionality and Classroom Management 
	3
	
	

	C&I 453
	Intro. to Special Education Law and Policy
	3
	
	

	C&I 420
	Curriculum Methods in Early Childhood Special Ed.
	3
	
	

	OR APPROVED ELECTIVE:
	
	
	
	

	EDU 438 (C&I 433)
	Literacy Assessment, Diagnosis, and Instruction
	3
	
	

	C&I 457
	Assessment & Instruction for Exceptional Learners 
	5
	
	

	C&I 459
	Consulting/Resource Teacher  
	3
	
	

	C&I 463
	Advanced Positive Behaviors Supports
	3
	
	

	C&I 469
	Student Teaching in Special Education 
	10
	
	

	   

	Advisor notes:

	Advisor signature:
	
	Date:
	


Master’s Degree M.Ed.

Curriculum Studies Special Education Program Plan

Department of Curriculum and Instruction

Phyllis J. Washington College of Education and Human Sciences

The University of Montana

Please complete this plan, have your advisor sign, and submit to Teacher Education Services to be filed during the first term of enrollment.

	Name:
	Student ID #: 

	Address:
	Phone: 

	City:
	Admission Date:

	State:                                  
	Zip:
	Advisor:

	Email: 


Option:  Curriculum Studies: Special Education
	Course #
	Title
	CR
	Semester

	C&I 501
	Curriculum Design, Implementation, & Evaluation (Sp even & Su)
	3
	

	C&I 520
	Educational Research (F, Sp, and Su)
	3
	

	C&I 50x
	Foundations of Education, select one where x=4,6,8,or 10 (varies)
	3
	

	C&I 514
	Education Across Cultures (F odd and Sp odd)
	3
	

	C&I 515
	Computer and Other Technology Appl. in Educ. (Sp even and Su)
	3
	

	C&I 518
	Inclusion and Collaboration (F even and Su)
	3
	

	C&I 596
	Professional Project (F, Sp, and Su)
	1
	


Directed Courses: 

	Course #
	Title
	CR
	Semester

	EDU 345
	Exceptionality and Classroom Management (F, Sp, and Su)
	3
	

	C&I 453
	Introduction to Special Education Law and Policy (F and Su even)
	3
	

	C&I 420 

or elective
	Curriculum and Methods in Early Childhood SPED* (F even)
 *Required for those in Early Childhood Special Ed.
	2-3
	

	C&I 533 or

EDU 438
	Advanced Diagnosis & Correction of Reading/Writing (F, Sp, and Su even)
	3
	

	C&I 457 
	Assessment and Instruction for Exceptional Learners (F & Su even)
	5
	

	C&I 459 
	Consulting/Resource Teacher (Sp and Su odd)
	3
	

	C&I 463
	Advanced Positive Behavioral Supports (Sp and Su odd)
	3
	

	C&I 469
	Student Teaching in Special Education (F and Sp)
	10
	


Date for Comprehensive Examination:  



Up to 9 semester credits are accepted for transfer credit with approval of your advisor and the graduate school. All requirements for the degree must be completed within 6 years including successful completion of a departmental comprehensive examination and 37 graduate credits minimum.  Students must file the "Application for Graduation" form by January 15 for Spring graduation, May 8 for Summer graduation, and September 15 for Fall graduation.







__

____




_______
Advisor’s Signature and Date


     
           Student’s Signature and Date
Updated 2/2012

5

