
INJUINITY: CHILD 
CARE IN TRIBAL 
COMMUNITIES  

By Carrie Spotted Bear & 
Shelby Whelan 



CARRIE
SPOTTED 

BEAR
Tribal Policy Coordinator for Zero to Five Montana since October 2021

Enrolled member of the Blackfeet Tribe

My journey: 

Head Start graduate, Browning High School graduate, Head Start parent 

volunteer, Child Care provider, Blackfeet Community College Graduate, 

Family Literacy Home Visitor/ Director, Child Care Director, 
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CHILD CARE LANDSCAPE
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DIFFERENCES: TRIBAL LICENSING 
AND STATE LICENSING 



CCDF TRIBAL VS. STATEWIDE  

Child Care Development Fund is funded at the federal level to states and territories. 





TRIBAL LANGUAGE IMMERSION  



COMMUNITY NAVIGATION WORK

CURRENT PARTNERS

Overview: Montana Child Care Business Connect offers support to communities ready to address 

their child care challenges. 
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HOW DOES THAT WORK?
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COLLABORATION

WHO TO CONTACTDEFINITIONS 

Each tribe has a governing body to operate, enter into 

agreements, and develop and protect resources    

• Planning department and/or economic 

development within local tribal 

government  

• Native American Business Advisors 

(NABA) 

• North American Development 

Corporation (NADC)

• Native American Community 

Development Corp. (NACDC)

• Tribal Child Care Development Fund 

Contacts 

• Specific community members 

A natural power to self-govern separate from the state or 

federal government using the tribal government body. 

communities surrounding or within tribal lands that are not 

associated with the tribe but may utilize similar resources 

WHEN TO CONTACT
Successful collaboration means all team members are 

well informed from beginning to conclusion. 



COLLABORATION
SUGGESTIONS FOR HOW TO CONTACT 



SEVEN R'S FOR 
COLLABORATIVE 
PARTNERSHIPS 

https://www.noaa.gov/office-education/stories/7-r-s-of-integrating-tribal-and-indigenous-partnerships-into-aquaculture-

literacy#:~:text=As%20panelists%20shared%20their%20experiences,in%20building%20tribal%20and%20Indigenous 



ASK YOURSELF

RESPECT



ASK YOURSELF

RELEVANCY



￭

￭

￭

￭

ASK YOURSELF

RECIPROCITY



ASK YOURSELF

RESPONSIBILTY



ASK YOURSELF

RIGHTS



ASK YOURSELF

RECONCILIATION



ASK YOURSELF

RELATIONSHIPS 



PARTNERSHIPS
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CELEBRATIONS

BLACKFEET NATION

TEAM LEAD: 

LEAD ORGANIZATION:

OVERVIEW:

Community Child Care Capacity Building Cohort #1



CELEBRATIONS
INFANT/TODDLER TRIBAL LANGUAGE PILOT 

SITES & RESOURCES

CONFEDERATED SALISH & KOOTENAI TRIBE EARLY 
CHILDHOOD SERVICES



BLACKFEET EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER



BROWNING SCHOOLS CHILD CARE



CONTACT SHEET



Are you interested in being a part of 

child care innovation on tribal lands? 

Shelby Whelan

Contact Us!

Carrie Spotted Bear



QUESTIONS??


