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UM Big Sky Poll: Montanans Prefer to Cast Their Ballot by Mail This November  

MISSOULA – New research from the University of Montana’s Big Sky Poll found 

that the majority of Montanans would prefer to cast their ballot by mail this November.  

Funded by the Headwaters Foundation, the poll found that 57% of respondents 

said they believe voting at a polling place November 2020 is safe, however, 66% prefer 

casting their ballot by mail. The poll also found:  

• 53% of registered voters strongly believe their vote matters.  
• 54% of Montanans believe Montana’s COVID-19 policies are “about right.”  
• 51% would like to see a general election voter guide provided by the state.  
• 48% would like a reminder providing information on where and when to vote.  

Participants were split on how mail-in-ballots should be counted:  

• 44% believe mail-in ballots should be counted if they are postmarked by Election Day.  
• 47% believe ballots should be counted if they are received by the elections office before 

the close of polls.  

“As Montana continues to navigate the implications of COVID-19, our results 

provide timely perspectives for state decision-makers to craft public policies in response 

to these times,” said Sara Rinfret, co-director of UM’s Big Sky Poll.  
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Rinfret is a professor and chair of UM’s Max S. Baucus Institute and the 

Department of Public Administration and Policy. She and Justin Angle, associate 

professor of marketing in UM’s College of Business, co-direct the poll, which provides 

applied learning opportunities at UM and is a fellowship opportunity for students in UM’s 

Master of Public Administration, law and Master of Science in Business Analytics 

degree programs. 

UM’s Big Sky Poll recently concluded a yearlong investigation of civic 

engagement across Montana, assessing how and why Montanans engage in public 

policy and what hampers those efforts. The poll asked 517 registered voters how the 

COVID-19 pandemic has impacted their public participation in the Big Sky state.  

The UM Big Sky Poll was conducted online June 17 - 26, with 517 randomly 

selected registered Montana voters. The poll has a margin of error of +/- 4.31% points 

at a 95% confidence level. Survey results were weighted by geography, gender and 

education level to more accurately reflect demographics of the registered voter 

population in Montana. 

Use of findings require attribution to the UM Big Sky Poll. Full results from this 

research are available on the UM Big Sky Poll website at 

http://www.umt.edu/bigskypoll/. More information on the Big Sky Poll is online at 

http://www.umt.edu/bigskypoll/.   

### 

This release is online at: https://bit.ly/38yVUb4.  

RS/jl 

070720mail 

Statewide  

 

http://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=pNvHYgvYZqv1cmMBJTR8epkTWYzx-2FIoCS4k8FJ9DqeByZ-2BfBYfqV3FbJbk9h6JpMv-2BDZ4SYG7JQ2LFwvTqzs8A-3D-3DrB9U_Fsz1v24zetQhy3kbmRoizB-2BVF8wWgOtBE17VWSWKtZgOjTmMi3krY-2BR3cFYd6yWnw2JmWLelztiJfHi6USAI2UzUxumGOwnMN-2B0ZnOszPjVSh1ktPL-2BznXJ8xkUL2mpYGTIM2O5kJJhPJ9D9zAjljFGz1v1B6s0rvLelrNk5K1-2FdhoZNUUh9f0JkZjC5l8Bzp18qLAbdnlnCdPuwLXlG20f5zWHslb6fIhhu7SZ7eXPL9xWx2OcckDdW84xpd-2FGRE9Pvn2E41aZ-2Bki9YKYU3jF4pggxCXXvA3Ft6eOfWSh1Siuu4HK-2F-2FfAVsJkT3CFv2erIIOfECyQWZUna6pBJVDjdbe9FdDXFVCYZw1WgxYZYrQ-2FOYtbr476qhKHI-2FXEm17X-2BmKT-2FG99W2Obr2ItgfAA-3D-3D
http://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=pNvHYgvYZqv1cmMBJTR8epkTWYzx-2FIoCS4k8FJ9DqeByZ-2BfBYfqV3FbJbk9h6JpMv-2BDZ4SYG7JQ2LFwvTqzs8A-3D-3DrB9U_Fsz1v24zetQhy3kbmRoizB-2BVF8wWgOtBE17VWSWKtZgOjTmMi3krY-2BR3cFYd6yWnw2JmWLelztiJfHi6USAI2UzUxumGOwnMN-2B0ZnOszPjVSh1ktPL-2BznXJ8xkUL2mpYGTIM2O5kJJhPJ9D9zAjljFGz1v1B6s0rvLelrNk5K1-2FdhoZNUUh9f0JkZjC5l8Bzp18qLAbdnlnCdPuwLXlG20f5zWHslb6fIhhu7SZ7eXPL9xWx2OcckDdW84xpd-2FGRE9Pvn2E41aZ-2Bki9YKYU3jF4pggxCXXvA3Ft6eOfWSh1Siuu4HK-2F-2FfAVsJkT3CFv2erIIOfECyQWZUna6pBJVDjdbe9FdDXFVCYZw1WgxYZYrQ-2FOYtbr476qhKHI-2FXEm17X-2BmKT-2FG99W2Obr2ItgfAA-3D-3D
http://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=lkTL9SI-2FxB-2F9rHaLU527e9TJ-2BoOX4I-2B-2FAUYpZZnClx33hueXU1XMIvotWA9bkjykKNNf_Fsz1v24zetQhy3kbmRoizB-2BVF8wWgOtBE17VWSWKtZgOjTmMi3krY-2BR3cFYd6yWnw2JmWLelztiJfHi6USAI2UzUxumGOwnMN-2B0ZnOszPjVSh1ktPL-2BznXJ8xkUL2mpYGTIM2O5kJJhPJ9D9zAjljFGz1v1B6s0rvLelrNk5K1-2FdhoZNUUh9f0JkZjC5l8Bzp18qLAbdnlnCdPuwLXlG20f5zWHslb6fIhhu7SZ7eXNkx8xkPRualiWy-2F60Sa74EgB-2F1eU4GAxXrzwD5y1nZFL8IS5Fd1jUYlLVkGYkH-2FE4uGf3nR1CXBCNal-2BIMnEonSvf1pImqQh-2FR3f-2FfiQKsVJvlzm8olDs9O4zC6CunblKedJySOoLUMWu5P-2Fc0jmuHVmYGwwSKBR1hsmNO2LifBQ-3D-3D
http://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=lkTL9SI-2FxB-2F9rHaLU527e9TJ-2BoOX4I-2B-2FAUYpZZnClx33hueXU1XMIvotWA9bkjykfpCV_Fsz1v24zetQhy3kbmRoizB-2BVF8wWgOtBE17VWSWKtZgOjTmMi3krY-2BR3cFYd6yWnw2JmWLelztiJfHi6USAI2UzUxumGOwnMN-2B0ZnOszPjVSh1ktPL-2BznXJ8xkUL2mpYGTIM2O5kJJhPJ9D9zAjljFGz1v1B6s0rvLelrNk5K1-2FdhoZNUUh9f0JkZjC5l8Bzp18qLAbdnlnCdPuwLXlG20f5zWHslb6fIhhu7SZ7eXNs-2Bs3ixe4kk5umzlBc60OYCR4d82VqsTt9wjbLZTRmW24AB64O8tQl1woshyHby2RpaSB54shleLNarwMbRA0Uf-2B6dkLIOGhTd73mdn3K5z6BiP-2B9SYu9eQLnT-2B3-2B3q-2F9P1dLXgcZC5-2FtrO-2BpJ8zYPhugBQDZ3X0daMZwj01RW-2Bw-3D-3D
http://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=pNvHYgvYZqv1cmMBJTR8emUAIozOjfEED05TVoNuUbw-3DL2EA_Fsz1v24zetQhy3kbmRoizB-2BVF8wWgOtBE17VWSWKtZgOjTmMi3krY-2BR3cFYd6yWnw2JmWLelztiJfHi6USAI2UzUxumGOwnMN-2B0ZnOszPjVSh1ktPL-2BznXJ8xkUL2mpYGTIM2O5kJJhPJ9D9zAjljFGz1v1B6s0rvLelrNk5K1-2FdhoZNUUh9f0JkZjC5l8Bzp18qLAbdnlnCdPuwLXlG20f5zWHslb6fIhhu7SZ7eXMCRga83CFe2oxSpNMd-2Fhcc1lKDuFpe2Dm-2BZ1Cy1t2zYaEOY-2B3kvSkIeHM5wJfXdzjTNqNroDilCB8RPxJerujuTprlZOW7eVi2P7lAPkIyifFlpNK3A9CroENL0Sy6MGk6YobJmZq2Wg4-2FyxG1w412ioyvJNO9OVxkhu-2FqhazWqQ-3D-3D

