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Preface

One of the challenges of teaching a foreign language is how to best enable students to interact
effectively outside the classroom with native speakers in situations that are different from those
experienced in class. One helpful learning tool that can immerse students into the language is
role playing. Practical Dari is a collection of simulations based on real-life experiences. This
book is primarily designed to familiarize students of Dari with the basic terms and vocabulary
needed for every day conversations. Practical Dari was created based on the initial creation of
Practical Pashto. Although both books are identical in many ways, Practical Dari, which was
developed after Practical Pashto is different in terms of format and some lessons. Some lessons
are a translation of the Practical Pashto content. For the purpose of more effective
communications, all of the conversations have been developed using conversational Dari, rather

than standard formal Dari.

Each simulation exercise can take up to one hour. The vocabulary that might be new to students
should be presented before students are expected to perform the role play. This vocabulary will
serve as a resource for students to use in the role play. Students will read a sample conversation
through which they will be familiarized with the necessary phrases and sentences used for that
particular situation. Each section is then followed by activities which encourage students to
reflect upon what they have read. Students answer key questions that help them summarize their
findings and draw conclusions from the reading. This will be followed by specific instructions
and role-play scenarios that help students simulate a situation similar to the topics of the sample
conversation. Here, the students will act out a situation with closed books. The simulations start
with the most basic conversations and develop into more advanced conversations towards the
end of the book. The book is also accompanied by an audio CD which includes the new
vocabulary, conversations and follow-up questions. The listening portion is indicated by the

headphone  sign. (3; (© istockphoto.com)

This book is not intended to be an independent textbook for learning Dari. It should be used as
supplementary material along with other textbooks. In order to most effectively use this book,

students should already be familiar with the Dari alphabet and should be able to read Dari.



Furthermore, students should be able to use the present, past and future tenses. Students should

also already possess some basic key vocabulary.

We hope this collection will be helpful for those involved in learning and teaching Dari. With the
scarcity of professionally-developed curricula about the Dari language, it is our hope that this
edition can at least fill a small part of this gap and serve as an efficient guide for learners and

teachers.
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Go around the class and interview five of your classmates. Fill out their
information in the following form and report to the class once you are done.
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In Afghanistan it is uncommon not to meet new neighbors once they move in.
Neighbors often introduce themselves and offer to help when a new neighbor
moves to the neighborhood. You have just moved to a new house in Khairkhaana
area of Kabul. Meet your new neighbor/s and get to know them in a conversation
similar to the one above.
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St

Student A: You are a police officer. Ask the two people involved in the accident some

questions and include their answers in the following form. Report to class your findings

in Dari.

Student B: You are the driver of the first car. Describe your version of the accident.

Student C: You are the driver of the second car. Describe your version of the accident.
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Student A: It is 2:00 am and your neighbors are playing music. Knock on their door and

ask them to turn it down.

Student B: Apologize to student A and promise to turn down the music.
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Pair up with a partner and discuss your restaurant options. Try to convince one

another to go to a restaurant of your choice. You may ask your instructor for
some restaurant names in Kabul or talk about the restaurants in your town.
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Your teacher will talk about common Afghan food. After learning about different

Afghan dishes, pair up with a partner and play the roles of an Afghan waiter and a
visiting foreign guest.
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Student A: You took a trip to a nearby city over the weekend. Answer your friend’s
questions about your weekend.

Student B: Ask your partner questions about his weekend.
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Sk

Student A: You are a post office clerk. Pair up with your partner and answer
questions about mailing a package.

Student B: You are sending a package to a place outside Afghanistan. Talk to the

post office clerk and ask questions about mailing the package.

©DCLCP, Mansfield Center - The University of Montana 16



© iStockphoto.com/Tanuki Photography

A ok ) sl o Bl ¢ G g sl ) Gl rSalal Gy

L4

QR A

P{LS

7~

PR $24 () 2
Embroidered collar 69 S Gy | Certainly pdy Ag
Customer s Ada | Pair 25>
To give discount O S Clel e | Size 8 j)d)
Seller saidig @ | Buyer JuA

Clothes Yis

20 Ol ga b s 5 il i 1) 4 g o SR ) 1ddgad s KK [y

P

e 5 jal (o ol odis 2

e Yoy, So oy ln A

fom) A YIS a8 ) ¢ a YIS and o Lecad) "o g 58

AL AL (5350 Sl 0 48 bl e 2 VS 05 m Sy A

T dia Gl @Y o)l ¢ sd Jlsy feidip 8

AN M)A

OB e U i AS AWlS e i 1) YIS W) 4w () ¢ Al Toaid 5 4

fhua i o) Gl 1l A

lad T Lad gl cedidig

©DCLCP, Mansfield Center - The University of Montana 17




S dle) LSS luia
ASae S (5 () ah K0 Jlad) 00 (G ed (g yide LaBiaS GhlA ) A edidig b
Oy Sy Sy s34 YIS () Ll cciinia A

("&%M 6Lk g 49

203 Clgn b Jlgas ol 40 180000 6 Gy 68

Sk

Your teacher will bring some samples of Afghan clothing to class. Pair up with a

partner and take the role of an Afghan shopkeeper and a customer. Discuss the
clothing.
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Pair up with a partner and simulate a role play similar to the conversation
between the seller and the buyer in the above sample conversation. Remember

that bargaining is very common during shopping in Afghanistan. Try to bargain for

the items you are buying.
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You have invited your classmates to your house for lunch. You need to buy
groceries. Pair up with a partner and simulate a role play between a local Afghan

shopkeeper and a customer.
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Pair up with a partner and play the role of a pedestrian who is stopped by another
pedestrian on the street for directions. Pick up a location from the town where
you live and practice giving and asking for directions to that location.
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In pairs of two, follow the sample conversation above and talk about a memorable trip
that you took before. Ask and answer questions on what you saw, when you went there
and what you enjoyed the most during your trip.
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Student A: Your brother is sick but he resists going see a doctor. He thinks the traditional
medicine he has taken will work and he doesn’t have to go see a doctor. Encourage and
convince him to go to the doctor.

Student B: You are not interested to go see a doctor for your flue, which is worsening
every day. You think the traditional medicine you take is better than modern medicine.
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Student A: You are a foreign doctor or health specialist who is visiting an Afghan village.
You are invited to a house to see a sick child. Talk to the head of the household and find
out what the problem is and give some recommendations.

Student B: You are the head of this Afghan household. Tell the foreign doctor the child’s
health complaints.

©DCLCP, Mansfield Center - The University of Montana 31



\ ¥

© iStockphoto.com/webphotographeer

Ul 4 Al

S Al )y el gl lalal ¢ Gy g o s ) G i Sl gy

sl S PR Ss
Device A | Head A3
To cough GOS8 4d | To hurt GRS 33
Dry S | Pills Iy
Wet # | To help (feel better) GaS ol
Breathe w4&i | To hold one’s (usdd) s ad
breathe

2 ol L Jlgas o 5 ) g 1) 4 g (6 KA () 1Al gal BRI (g

Sl
?GJ\JM@ceme&sz
_%‘\éﬂje‘)\dﬂcw.l)de‘)uu._\ahaﬂﬁd

S faS adaa jy) s

Adie Hyy 90 Ly

oAl e

;)35\.3

ol e

e 48 s 48 Adine g A : Sh

e 48y AS Adia ) ke Lo e

¢ 5L Coed CSLER Cula 48 yus €1

©DCLCP, Mansfield Center - The University of Montana 32



e gl ar) s ¢ 0 48y dS By 0 cmlia 8 1o e

fa s ot | 90 Sl

Gl m (Joadya a0l y 1o e
$asn S 4l aia : sl

A A 5 a T e

o a3 ) ¢ A L Sk

OO P O D e T VP (T I

Okl phacall e s s Sk
aba S8 Gud A To e

‘_A;GAAJ\M\JJL@%JJJ)A_)&ojmtg\coﬁes&\jﬁ&\; :)E\J
e QA Gl age lin 5 e LS9 Ul el | gan Gilale 3L ) L A

caba JS S jhae gl e

St SIS W8 SN

0 o b Jlse o) 40 104l s Gy [y

©DCLCP, Mansfield Center - The University of Montana 33




S0

Ci

Student A: Play the role of a doctor. Ask the patient about his/her condition and prescribe
some medication. Fill out the doctor’s form below as you interview the patient. Swap
roles when you are done.

Student B: Play the role of a patient and explain your major complaints and symptoms.

Swap roles when you are done.

DL LA e Al
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Student A: Your friend is sick and needs some medication. He gives you the prescription
and you pick up the medicine for him from the local pharmacy.

Student B: You are sick and cannot go to the pharmacy. Ask one of your friends to pick
up your medicine from the pharmacy.
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With a partner play the role of an Afghan cab driver in Kabul and a passenger. Pick
up a location in the city and bargain over the fare. Most Afghan drivers talk about
many things, e.g. the situation of the country as they drive you to a destination.
Simulate a typical chat with an Afghan driver for about 10 minutes.

©DCLCP, Mansfield Center - The University of Montana 38



)4

© iStockphoto.com/Amanda Lewis

S (3 S Jad

_qﬂﬁgagbawoﬁ\uu‘wﬁtjﬁj\u:#;ui.m »

alS) s PR Ss
Thank you Al 434 | Currency Sl
Money changer <) @ | To exchange GRS Jyad
To calculate OIS laa

0 Ol gn b e a5 il g 1) 4 s 5 A

o~

gl g SR [y

oSale a3l X e

flaad 5 jal o ¢ (Al saile ¢ 23l oSUle ) pa

T dae dia ol ( LS Gl T g1e

A Sadl YA 6l (8 jpa

b5 i Nia 120 s

g e (Slad) O (8 pa

$5 A dia o lalS A gaa

&) VY 4 lalky | VO

§ 0k oy Al 5 Gl paas 8 pa

©DCLCP, Mansfield Center - The University of Montana 39




J\JSSJ\)A YA j)]\dét~

5 8o Sl ) ) a8 Clua Sy Jls s
‘;LI bJS‘J 9 J‘J.‘S

P EG I P R

P ste

P g

u\)a

20 sa ) ges 0l 43 2 pBisal g8 Ghaayy G

S

Ci

Your teacher will bring some Afghan currency to class and will show you different

Afghan notes. Pair up with a partner and take the role of a local money changer
and a person who wishes to change some dollars into Afghani (Afghanistan’s
monetary unit).
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Pair up with a partner and take the role of a passenger that has missed his/her

flight and a flight agent. Make new travel arrangements and discuss the possible
options.

©DCLCP, Mansfield Center - The University of Montana 42



©istockphoto.com/pagadesign

A

UAJ&,JOJQJJ&*&A

A8 L Gl e Wl ¢ G e gb ) Gl Skl [y

w&iﬁ‘ BL u.u;\.‘i.i" oL
Dust L <\ vild Jaiza ¢ aibla
To blow (for wind) O%J8 2% | Rainfall Sk
Freezing Olsis | Windy eEe
a0 Gl s Jh g s 5 ) g 1) g (5 KA ) 1Aigal KA [y
ot Gl ja ) Ll NEENB
oot 1o ) Ll it Chlja el ) Shal 4e ¢ L "3 gla
fliid and o Gl s ) a ahua QIS ) 4a "0 9 8
sl liwli Gla Gl Sl (B2l Jler 53 ool adke (slsa il a Tl
Gl Cl d e i) e (Jg  ul Jaiea la 138 5 -U‘Jng
ot 30 Sl s g any 5l ool la iy i <l
foolma ) < Gliey p0 10N A
T Hsha QS Gl ol ) B ) ¢ 4 1 sl
0%l o 8 T S 6l glials ) G Sl Ygama 18 e 52 1gsud

Gy ary Gl 2y Sl Gl ) o B g ol Jatea |8 ) A
Adne (A 5o jlue A ) <y

©DCLCP, Mansfield Center - The University of Montana 43




O g o)) o8 aud o el ‘gl

B3R 5 abie 4y ailin gy 5 abiald ol jes ailiae 4S | ja ald GioAd Allialian s A
PN

280 s 1 Ul () 0 1040 S Gy 00

Yy e

Pair up with a partner and ask and answer questions about the weather in your

native hometown and your favorite season and weather.
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Student A: Talk to your conversation partner about his/her food preferences and ask
him/her how to cook one of his/her favorite dishes.

Student B: Describe your favorite recipe to your conversation partner in Dari.
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Student A: You are a front desk clerk at a hotel. Record the necessary information about
the guest by filling out the following form.

Student B: You are a guest who is trying to book a room at a hotel. Answer the clerk’s
questions.
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Pair up with a partner and play the role of a father and a son and discuss a family
conflict. Try to solve the problem and express your feelings and reasons in Dari.
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Pair up with a partner and practice a similar situation between a teacher and a
student or an employer and employee. Discuss why he/she is late and try to

explain him/her the class/office regulations about punctuality.

©DCLCP, Mansfield Center - The University of Montana 52



© istockphoto.com/Jean Nordmann

80 AL 1 lad ol Tl ¢ g g 08 ) Gyt Sl g

sl s PR Ss
Previously &\ | Employee/ worker J5aka
Fertilizer 39S | Agriculture, <elyg
cultivation
Chemical s 3=asS | Information <l glra
Animal (adj) s> | Mostly S
To plow &S 48 | To grow GRS s

%;; Sample Role Play: Read the following sample conversation and answer the
comprehension questions that follow.

PSP, S

Q@J&L\LA}XMGAS‘&S&J\JU_\;} ?SM &L\Q\JJJ)ALAM‘LSLS

e ) ugala

e ) usela

Sl DS Glaglea (a2l Gid alia sala ¢ 4l 1O8ay

a0 8 5 () e o)) O 5 el )y el )2 4S sl s de e ) sala

weoR SO AS (s o e Gl sd b tOHa

£ opiSae ad€ a id (5 sl ) o0 Lad e sala

Al b iy 358 e 0d Le (il 8 (slsa 5 a8 L L O
el o le 5 Gl (Jlsia s

©DCLCP, Mansfield Center - The University of Montana 53




€ CiSera ooliind (5 5aaS 38 A ) Lad e, sala

o Ay mSae ool (5 5baS 258 a5 (s 28 ) Gils L O
iSe ook 5 gen 35S 5l e Cand Ciad i (5 5S35

b s aald el sl

e s a l s a4 il L el

€ pSe 4l Al (e Jiles S s gilad 1815 s gala

H.\S\.)A sl )lg i ) L sOlaa
S b (5 Claglaa 51 1)) s sala
S aa Ll Y

283 s b Jlses 0l 40 2pdissal g Gy G0

Yy e

Pair up with a partner and pretend to be an Afghan farmer and an American
farmer. Discuss with each other the differences in agriculture in the US and in

Afghanistan. Try to incorporate the vocabulary on crops and agricultural activities

into your conversation.
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Il. Role Play Scenario 1: Your teacher will play the role of an Afghan villager. Ask him

questions about the key problems in his village. Try to familiarize yourself with the

village life by asking questions about what makes cities different from villages in
Afghanistan.

lll. Role Play Scenario 2: Pair up with a partner and take the role of a local Afghan elder
and an outside visitor. Discuss the key issues in the village.
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In a group, play the role of a family looking for a new apartment or house. One of you
will play the role of the real estate agent and will show the family the building where
your class is located as the suggested place to be rented. Other students, who will play

the role of the family members, should ask the real estate agent questions about the
apartment.
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Go outside to the parking lot and borrow a vehicle from one of your friends for this role

play:

Student A: You are a salesperson trying to sell a used car. Describe the car to the
customer.

Student B: You are buying a used car from Student A. Check the car specifications and
ask the salesperson questions about the car.
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Student A: Pretend you are working for the Afghan Red Crescent Societies. You
visit an Afghan family that has been displaced by war or drought in a region of
Afghanistan. Interview the family and take note of their key problems.

Student B: Pretend you are the head of the above-mentioned Afghan family.
Explain what you went through and state the key problems in your refugee camp.
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Glossary

Aunt (maternal)
PA(ES
A little
u—AS caJ..: eS
Absence
s e
Across from
Julda
Additional
Sl
Agriculture, cultivation
ey
Aid worker
A g4 gala
All
SSs
Almost
Also
ad
Animal (adj)
e
Apple
b
At this moment
Bargain
Bathroom (for shower)
?L‘“
Be worth
S8
Beach
Jalu
Bean
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La g
Because of
Jhls 4
Bedroom
<l @l
Best
Birthday
oSl
Blanket
Jpas
Blow (for wind)
ON0y L
Body
o
Breathe
Y
Bring
SLoY)
Bumpy
S o e
Buyer
JuA
By the way
uﬂub
Calculate
OIS glaa
Canal
R
Carrots
<S4y
Cash
A g
Certainly
oy 4
Chaos, mess
gy 8
Charity
A dga
Chemical
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¢ shaass
Chicken kebab
£ 12 s
Closed
a
Clothes
Yy
Condition
Cumad g calla
Consult
OAS 0 gda
Cost, price
Cough
LXBY 48 i
County
o gl g
Crash
S
Crowded
DR
Cultivation
- &s
Currency
)
Customer
‘5 ” o
Dark
Se
Definitely )
Laia
Delicious
BLEESY)
Device
PA(]
Difference
SR
Discount
<l ja
Dispute
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Disturb/ interfere
OR JS C\AA‘JA
Documents
Al
Don’t worry.
Donkey
A S 4a
Drinking water
sl
Drive
S gUlem
Drought
lusdd
Dry
S "
Dust
AL S
Early
CiA g
Elder
Sl sy

Embroidered collar

Employee/ worker
o
Equal to 7 kg
e S
Examine
S Al
Excellent
S
Exchange
RS Jaas
Experimental, for testing
adal
Facilities
ULl
Famous
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B
Fertilizer
258
Fever
Sl
Firm, strong
?S‘“
Flight
Jx
Food
‘3.9 cu.l'.AJJi
Food stuff
SIag Jge
Foreign
AL
Freezing
Oy
Fuel
Js
Garage
(ABS
Get in (the car)
O ) g
Give discount
GRS dile) e
God forbid...
Al gad g)aa
Government
i gSa
Government employee
sk
Grow
GRS Guds
Guest
Clag
Guide
OIS (Zlialy
Happy .
Jigh
Hard
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Head
A)d
Health
UAAA
Health clinic
e Sl
Help (feel better), be beneficial
OAS oalld
High
ik
High school
Al

Hold one’s breathe

Hospital
L EEN
Hour, session
Ce b
How
Jshy
How much
Ala/ s
Hunger
s . ws
Hurry
Aas
Hurt
GRS 3,8
I enjoyed my time.
Al e lu
ID
SR S [o SN
Immediately )
s
Immigrant, refugee
Al
Incident
Adala
Increase
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Inform

G d

Information
Gila glra

Intersection
Rl e

Interviewer
oAilS dualuaa

Is everything ok?

Job
Adly g
Jobless
B
Kitchen
A 80
Landlord
Last
7] JAY AR
Late
Gl U
Legal
sl
Lie
9.0
Liquids
Cilala
Living room
Crandad (3L
Low, short
P 3
Make excuses
S 4ilge
Meat
Medicine
) 92
Meet

©DCLCP, Mansfield Center - The University of Montana

73



Mild
d.}:ﬂ-ﬂ ¢ H”-A
Money changer
) pa
Mostly
S
Music
(s 94
Name
ald
Narrate
S duad
Necessary, urgent
G2
Neighbor
Aglsad
No problem
Not at all (in negation)
&
Now
JPALEN
Number
K|KL
Occur
Calid) L)
Office
8y
Oil
XY
One order (of meal)
S S
Onion
S
Only
1
Oppositions
Cnillis
Order
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G Glola 2

Originally )
sl
Pair
o
Passenger
Jéb..u
Permission
ol
Pharmacy
Al ga
Pills
Ak
Plow
GRS 4ule
Post Office

Postal worker

Pray
Jlad
Previously
é,lb.u
Problem
Jsiia
Promise
Ol vae g
Province
g
Put
RN
Quickly, soon
$A9) A
Quilt
alt fedlal
Rainfall
Sk
Raisin
& :-s

Red Crescent
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Ml,,m O _pwu
Register
GRS G
Regular
Lg.\l.c
Relax, rest
GRS Gl il
Remain, to be left
Oaila
Rent
4 5
Reporting
G
Request
T
Rice
&=
Room
R
Rotten, spoiled, bad
<A
Search
Security
Cuslal
Seem, sound
(i a slaa
Seller
i g 3
Send
OIS Ol
Send a package
O0S Jaly
Serious, hard
s
Service, help, assistance
Ciadd
Serving (for food)
SIsd Sy
Shaami kebab
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Gls bl
Share
O Sk
Shopkeeper
JIAils ga
Sightseeing places
o gl
Sister, polite term for calling a lady
0 _jidual
Size
o i)
Sound
N
Spinach
S
Start (a vehicle or device)
QIS Y
Stew
days?
Still
St
Straight
paicsa
Stroll, to tour
OU S
Sweat
RS d e
Talk, discussion
o
Tall buildings
J3ia
Tasty
BLEESY)
Taxi driver
O oSS
Teahouse
6 ) Shamf &) glans/ B8
Tenant
Cis Al S
Tent
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Thank you (informal)

I P E QU VR

That’s a good idea.

Sl K igd
That’s right
St s
This time
dada oyl
This way
b )
Title used for a diver
.'S.
Toilet
lidd
Tomato
90 ol
Totally
Totally, completely
Traditional medicine
u.\'l.\' 6 (sl 9d
Traditional stew
Travel agent
Sablad gala
Trip
gL
Trouble, pain
'“!S -
Try
RS i
Turn
G e
Type, kind
22, b
Urgent, emergency
Jals
Usually
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Vacation
Y
Visit
G
Waiter
il gy 3 SLE
War
/: . .
Weekend, holiday
Y
Well-done
G A
Wet
g-
Where
s
Windy
¢k
With difficulty
JSdia 4
You are welcome
el Caad
Youth/ youngsters
Ouls
Package
Ay
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