ASCRC DRAFT Revision of UM General Education Requirements for Intermediate College Writing (11/14/17)

Existing Language
Intermediate College Writing
Students must pass one Intermediate College Writing course with a grade of C-minus or better. The courses satisfying this requirement are listed in the catalog. Students are exempted from this requirement by transferring more than 27 semester credits at the time of their initial registration at the University. Transfer students transferring fewer than 27 credits need to petition the Writing Committee to have writing courses from other institutions accepted for this requirement. View details regarding this process on the transfer student admission page of the catalog.

Advanced College Writing
All students must complete one Advanced College Writing course with a grade of C-minus or better. The courses satisfying this requirement differ according to the student's major. Students should consult the University catalog and their major advisor for the specific courses that fulfill this requirement.
Students may not use the same writing course to meet both the Intermediate College Writing and the Advanced College Writing requirement.

Proposed Language (one entry for both)
Intermediate and Advanced College Writing
[bookmark: _GoBack]To fulfill the General Education requirements for college writing students must pass one Intermediate College Writing course with a grade of C-minus or better, and also one Advanced College Writing course with a grade of C-minus or better (in this order, if possible). Students may not use the same writing course to meet both the Intermediate College Writing and the Advanced College Writing requirement. The courses satisfying the Advanced College Writing requirement differ according to the student's major. Students should examine the course catalog for the specific courses that fulfill the writing requirements and consult with their advisor. The courses satisfying either the intermediate or the advanced writing requirements are listed in separate course catalog tables below. 


BACKGROUND:
Writing Committee Recommendation to ASCRC 11/7/17. Approved in principle by ASCRC 11/7/17 pending DRAFT revision of UM catalog language.

ASCRC Writing Committee recommendation and justification regarding the
“more than 27 transfer credit” exemption
The ASCRC Writing Committee recommends the elimination of the “more than 27 transfer credit” exemption from the Intermediate Writing Requirement. The Writing Committee recommends this for the following reasons:
· No other UM general education requirement can be exempted based on the number of credits a student transfers to UM.
· The transfer of 27 credits does not automatically guarantee that a student has taken writing courses. Nor does it guarantee that a previous writing course meets UM’s Intermediate Writing Requirement.
· For those students who may be transferring a course that may meet the Intermediate Writing Requirement, the Writing Course Exemption Appeal process exists.

The Writing Committee acknowledges that the elimination of this exemption may result in an increased workload for advisors who will have to spend more time explaining to students about the writing requirements and the Writing Course Exemption Appeal process.

The Writing Committee therefore also recommends the elimination of the “more than 27 credit transfer” exemption be coupled with a mechanism for transcript evaluators to ensure early and consistent communication with students regarding the fact that a student may appeal for an exemption if he or she believes a transfer course fulfills UM’s Intermediate Writing Course Requirement.


